OVERRIDE GOVERNOR’S VETOES OF FY08 BUDGET!!
The Governor’s vetoes of nearly $500 million from the FY08 budget distort the priorities of the people of Illinois and their representatives in the General Assembly.  The funding cuts harm many important and useful initiatives, including two essential educational programs.

One is designed to partially reimburse nonpublic schools for state mandated health and safety measures, and the other reimburses parents of both public and nonpublic school children who drive their children to school due to a denial of bus service.  Please override the vetoes of these program’s funds:
1) Educational Improvement and School Safety Block Grant:  $10.1 million to reimburse nonpublic schools for "secular textbooks and software, criminal history record checks, and health and safety mandates to the extent that the funds are expended for purely secular purposes."  

2) Parent/Guardian Transportation Reimbursement Program: $14 million to double the reimbursement from roughly $130 to $260 for parents who live more than one and a half miles from their school and have to drive their children to school.
NONPUBLIC SCHOOL SAVINGS TO STATE

Nonpublic schools are an essential part of this state’s educational system.  In the 2005-06 school year, there were 1,220 registered nonpublic schools in Illinois and 257,194 students enrolled in them.  

· At the FY 07 foundation level of $5,334, nonpublic schools save the state of Illinois almost
$1.4 billion.
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For more information, please visit our web site www.catholicconferenceofillinois.org 
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